VIII
THE INTERNAL CRISIS OF FASCISM
I
N the report which preceded the decree dissolving the
Chamber, Giolitti wrote :   ' We shall be nearer a real
solution of the most serious social problems when the
working classes get over this period of vague revolutionary
hopes, which have been and still are a great hindrance to
progress.   It would be only logical for them to invite their
representatives to take an active part in political life, instead
of confining their activities to mere criticism,3
But the result of the elections, deliberately planned against
the socialists and the Popolari, made it impossible for them to
combine with Giolitti. The socialists blamed him, too, for
his complicity with the fascists and for the blood which they
had shed with impunity; the Popolari bore him a grudge
for not having included the representatives of the catholic
syndicates in the commission of inquiry into industry, and
for abandoning the scheme for a public examination which
Benedetto Croce, his minister for education, had planned
and which was much favoured by the party and by the
Vatican. These fresh grievances, combined with the old
ones, created such feeling against Giolitti that he had to
abandon the manoeuvre for which he had held the elections.
The fascists showed him no gratitude either, although they
owed so much to him. On the eve of the elections Mussolini
wrote in his paper that the electoral blocs e are also a plat-
form for the government of to-morrow', and that men
c capable of standing at Italy's helm* must be provided.
He was presumably thinking of a coalition ministry in which
he would take part. But coalition with whom ? In May
1920, at the national fascist conference in Milan, he had put
out his first feelers in this direction. He rallied the * econo-
mic assemblies5, by declaring against any experimental

